City of Conyers Court Services FAQs
For your convenience, we have compiled a list of frequently asked questions (FAQs) regarding court appearances and other related issues.
What is the appropriate attire for the courtroom?
· No shorts, scarves, hats or tank tops allowed
· No clothing with profane or vulgar language
What other courtroom policies do I need to be aware of?
· No cell phones or electronic devices are allowed in the courtroom
· No food or drink is allowed in the courtroom
What charges require court appearances?
Click here for a complete list of charges that require a court appearance.
What happens when you appear in court?
· A plea of guilty, not guilty or nolo contendere will be entered for each defendant.
· Defendants have the option to request a pre-trial conference with the City Solicitor to discuss the charges against them.
· Pleas of not guilty will be scheduled for a later court date, either in the Municipal Court for a bench trial, or at State Court for a jury trial.
· The judge will hear the cases for those who entered a plea of guilty or nolo contendere, and will impose sentence accordingly.
· Defendants sentenced to probation must meet with the Municipal Probation office before being excused from court.
· Defendants sentenced to only pay a fine will make their fine payment at court, their case will be closed and they will be excused from court.
What happens if you fail to appear in court?
If you fail to appear for your scheduled court date, a warrant will be issued for your arrest. For certain violations, the Department of Driver Services will be notified of your failure to appear and your driver's license will be suspended.
What if you are arrested and in jail?
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The City of Conyers has set a bond schedule [PDF], allowing release from the Rockdale County jail until the scheduled court date, upon payment of the bond amount, either through a cash bond, a property bond or the services of a bonding company.
· Cash bonds may be paid at the Department of Court Services during regular business hours. Cash bonds may be paid at the Police Department at all other times.
· Release secured through a property bond or the services of a bonding company can be arranged directly with the Rockdale County Jail.
· Any person arrested on a citation will see a judicial officer at the jail within 48 hours of incarceration. Any person arrested on a warrant will see a judicial officer within 72 hours of incarceration. At that time, the defendant will be advised of the charges pending, and the bond amount will be reviewed, and can be altered at the discretion of the judge.
· Any person released from the Rockdale County Jail on a bond must appear on their scheduled court date, otherwise, a warrant will be issued for their arrest.
Why is your fine more than what the Judge told you?
· The laws of the State of Georgia require Municipal Courts to collect surcharges and fees in addition to the fine imposed by the Judge. These surcharges and fees are based on the violation and the amount of the fine, and apply to each citation issued. The City of Conyers collects these surcharges and fees and submits them to the appropriate state agency on a monthly basis.
What happens if you can't come to court on your scheduled court date?
The Municipal Court Clerk can grant a continuance of a scheduled court date upon good cause shown. If you will be out of town, have a medical situation or a family emergency, please contact our office at (770) 929-4208 before your scheduled court date to discuss a continuance of your case.
Learn more about the Tax Refund Intercept Program (TRIP) program following the passage of HB 1000 by the 2014 Georgia General Assembly. The Conyers Municipal Court utilizes the TRIP program.
TRIP Program
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